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Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 
Run in such a way as to get the prize. 

Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. 
I Corinthians 9:24b, 25a 

Training for the Race 
How do you train for 95° heat and really high humidity? 

A missionary en-route to Nigeria once questioned a coworker about how to prepare for the hot, humid 
climate of Nigeria, (this while enduring the HOT/HUMID St. Louis summer). Should he go to Nigeria in 
stages to acclimatize slowly? The deliberate answer was, 'It is true that it is a lot hotter and more 
humid in St. Louis, but I think you can go right over.' 

Actually, we don't think that you ever quite get used to it. But then that is NOT what it is all about. It's 

not about heat, at least not that kind. 

How does one train for a race that ends with the souls of people at stake? Winning the race has 

something to do with the Easter message of a risen, caring and loving Savior. AND that that message is 

being communicated effectively-in a language that is understood and speaks to the heart. Winning has 

to do with people being able to read the Bible, to live the cross, in a language that makes sense to them-

their own! 

Our Easter letter shares about some who have run the race, one who is preparing to run the race BUT 
really in collaboration---so that others---those without the Good News, can also run the race with the 
hope of winning the Easter, Salvation prize. 

~~
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4.5.6.
Pioneer Missionary Remembered 

The Rev. Paul Linnemann family were guests for two weeks in 
February. Cindy is the daughter of Rev. Bob & Ruth Lail, 
pioneer missionaries to the Ukele people (where we had 
served). (Left) Cindy is 'ringing' the bell at St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church in Ukele. The wheel rim was given to a congregation 
when it was first started. Her dad would have been the one to 
give this rim to the congregation. We visited the places of her 
folks' ministry 
and her first 
home in Ukele. 

Paul, Cindy and 
Peter enjoy 
eating cashew fruit (not the nut) ..•.• w-it-:-h...,.W--,.ilma on 
our 

porch. A single cashew nut (on the end of the fruit) is all 
you get from each fruit. Rev. Paul is the President of the 
Northwest District of the LCMS. 

Travel 
In the next weeks/months we are traveling to Ghana for an LBT/LCMS Spiritual Retreat - much needed 
(end of March). In April our Interim Director, Paul Kinney, is coming to visit us, our work, and explore 
future work opportunities here. 

AND then 
the end of April and for about a month we travel to the US for much needed doctor/dentist/eye 
appointments AND hugs!!! (If anyone in the Chicagoland area has a vehicle they would be willing to loan 

for a couple weeks, we would appreciate the help.) 

Rachel Nielsen, student at Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, will be joining 

us for a 

couple months internship starting in June. She is interested in Bible Translation, 

~ linguistic, Liter~c ,Lan ua e Survey! Scripture Engagement (using the Bible inthe 
vernacular) and a bunch of other stuff. It sounds like she wants to stay 
busy. I 
think we will be able to accommodate her ... 

Picture to come later ... 

How do you Spell SUCCESS? 
We celebrate the availability of the rewrite of the Bokyi Transfer Primer-a self-teaching book for 
people who already read English but use it to learn the uniqueness of their own written Bokyi writing 
system. Classes are starting as we go to print. This is another approach to getting people literate in 
their own language. 



Funding of the programs has been a key issue. Again we mark and celebrate the 'small' stuff. The 
Lutheran churches in Ukele and Yala have taken important steps recently. Ukele has had a major 
collection to support the Old Testament translation work and the Yala church has committed itself to a 
monthly offering also in support of their translation work. Not a big thing? Even the smallest ... 



7.8.9.10.11.

Foundations in Ekajuk 
What does a foundation look like? For 
the small Lutheran congregation in 
Winnimba it is a mud block layer upon 
which a new church will take form. For 
all of Ekajuk it will be the finding, 
revitalizing and printing a liturgy and
order of service to provide a strong 
foundation for worship. 

Both of these will provide a place to grow and provide a hope that goes beyond the today. An old 
tattered copy of the long unused (because of the poor condition) liturgy was found by Ed and portions 
retranslated when parts had been lost. Above, the lay preacher, Joseph, is reviewing a final draft. 

JESUS IS LORD-Conventions Theme 
JESUS T-shirts tell the story as they punctuate the 

national and circuit church conventions. 'Jesus Is Lord--Be 
a Living Sacrifice' is the theme which the LCN has 

launched in the 
January convention 
and is being 
dramatically continued 

into the local circuits around Nigeria, 
including here in Yala. Wilma, too, lived the part of 'being a living 
sacrifice' by taking blood pressures of attendees and sharing that a 
healthy body is crucial in serving Jesus. [We were surprised, 
however, that 1/3 of the mostly rural people are suffering from high 
blood pressure. The picture is with the LCN Vice President-his BP 

was normaL] 

The Future Could be a Luke Partnership 
OK, what's that? Ogoja with its multiplicity of languages, and a Luke 
Partnership approach to translation, would lump 10 to 15 languages 
together, teach the basics of linguistics and translation, translate the 

e o-e, ana proauceti1e-'Jesus-Film' that t-ells fhe -Gospel 
story using the Luke text for its script. After this (in about 3 years) 
the individual languages decide whether they want to undertake a full 

Bible translation. The pies show one such group working in 
a 
neighboring state, and the dedication of Scripture 
portions that the various language teams will take home 
to their churches to use. Some will hear the Gospel for 
the first time in their own language. 

Happy Easter! 
May the blessings of Easter be yours, 

&¥~ 
Ed and Wilma Rupprecht 

Scripture Engagement Missionaries to Nigeria 
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12.

Continued Prayer Concerns: 

1. Give thanks for specific progress in the language committees: Yala to support the writing and typing 
of the rewritten literacy materials and for the LCN (Lutheran Church of Nigeria) to financially support 
the translation work; Mbe to finalize their orthography (alphabet) by June; Bokyi to actually conduct 
new literacy classes starting in March; and Ukele to do translation even without limited funding 
assistance. Pray that God uses these small decisions to move the work of translation and literacy ahead. 

2. We pray as new surveys are planned for the Obudu and Obanliku areas, that God would direct the 
process. 

3. Pray for the planning process as additional languages are evaluated in the Ogoja area. 

13.We pray that our praying and financially supporting partners are able to provide for the resources 
necessary to accomplish the work here in Nigeria. 

5. We pray that the 'cease fire' in the oil regions of Nigeria would be restored. (South of us and a day's 
--t-rave!-fp.()m-W5Y}-We.-thGnk~GG :Fer t.he-peaee-t'''l(;lt=nas-oeen-enjeyee-f-or the last severcl-months. ~ 

6. Pray for peace and reconciliation in Jos and the Northern parts of Nigeria among the Muslim and 
Christian communities. 

7. We pray for the very ill President of Nigeria. We pray that whatever God's will might be, that peace 
and calm will prevail. 

8. Pray for safety in all our travels over the coming months that will also include travel to Ghana/US and 
return to Nigeria. 

Please stay in 
touch 

Ed & Wilma Rupprecht 
PO Box 45 
Ogoja 550241 
Cross River State, NIGERIA 

Lutheran Bible Translators 
PO Box 2050 
Aurora, IL 60507-2050 

'!Ihe. ~ ~'A. 

Monthly Email update: Contact Ed at: 

erupprecht@lbt.erg
Contact Wilma at wrupprecht@lbt.ol\g 
For both Ed & Wilma: ewrupprecht@!8t.org 
Search for Ed on FaceBook: www.facebook.comred.rupprecht
The Rupprecht Blog: http://edwilmaruppre~press.com/ 

Cell phone: 011-234-802-796-9278 The network is a bit touchy, but it does work 


