
    Faith's Mexican Mission          
by Pastor Mark Carnahan

Did you know that Faith Lutheran Church does mission work in Mexico?  We have supported San Mateo (St.
Matthew) Lutheran Church since September of 2001.  San Mateo is just across the border which is about 30 miles
south of Yuma, AZ.  Since the initial Voters' Assembly approval, members of Faith have participated in three
mission trips to San Mateo.

In 2002, Jim and Mary Cunningham visited with Pastor Jimenez and his family and some of the outlying missions. 
The Cunninghams were visiting their son who lives in Yuma.

The first working trip to the state of San Luis Rio Colorado was in January and February of 2003.   This trip was
financed by a generous door offering in the fall of 2002.  The goal of the trip was to work on the church building. 
However, upon their arrival, Pastor Jimenez, asked the Breeches, Neunabers, and Smiths to construct three small
houses (10 x 12 sheds) for three families that had recently lost their homes in a fire.  The Lord often has different
plans for us in life.

The second trip in 2004 consisted of the Breeches, the Cunninghams, the Gallers, and the Neunabers (and their
daughter, Carma Wood).  With a group of Lutheran college students from Stevens Point, Wisconsin, they painted
the church interior and installed a suspended ceiling so that the "swamp cooler" would not have to cool as much
space.  Some of them stayed two more weeks and built a room for the sister-in-law of Pastor Jimenez.  This room
was financed by the Neunaber family.

The third trip was in 2005 when the Cunninghams, Smiths, Neunabers and Carma Wood painted the exterior of San
Mateo, remodeled the kitchen, repainted pews and installed bath and shower facilities.  

After serving San Mateo for many years, Pastor Filberto Jimenez died in 2006.  Another ordained pastor, Jesus
Jimenez, began to serve them.  At the present time, he is administering communion on communion Sundays and
also instructing Martin Hernandez in theology so he can be ordained by the Mexican Lutheran Synod (MLS). 
Martin is leading San Mateo.  Job (pronounced Hob), the son of the first Pastor Jimenez helps with the outlying
missions.  

The funding for our Mexican Mission comes from the following sources:
1) $2000 earned by the annual Chili Luncheon, 2) $3000 from our church budget, and 3) $7000 from individuals
with a heart for this mission work.

Our monthly expenses for the Mexican Mission is as following:

$750 to Pastor Filberto's  family
$250 to Pastor Jesus Jimenez for travel expenses
$  50 to Martin as he studies with Pastor Jesus Jimenez

Total  $1500  x 12 = $12, 600 per year

There is much work to be done at San Mateo and at some of the outlying mission posts such as Independencia and
Fronterizo.  The people at Fronterizo have a two acre plot with a small building that is used as a church.  Our
donations helped to remodel this building but it's really really primitive.

The church in Independencia is a rented building.  The man who owned it died and now the heirs do not want the
church there.  So they want to build a new church.

The love these people have for the Lord Jesus Christ is truly amazing.  They are poor but rich in Christ.  Their
worship is joyful!  



The couples who originally made trips to Mexico want to see this mission work continue.  However, due to age or
health, they realize that the day will come when they will not be able to help these Lutherans in Mexico.   They
realize that those at Faith who participate in this mission receive more than they give.  The rewards are greater than
they ever thought possible.

And so you are invited to consider becoming involved so that this work might continue and even expand.  It's time
for us to plan another trip to Mexico this coming January or February 2009.  I'd like to go and meet some of the
people I've heard about.  San Mateo Lutheran Church is in need of a new roof.  The people always need clothing. 
And some of us, without knowing it, need to be the ones the Lord needs to help.  Look at the pictures on the bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall and you'll see the need and the joy.  I hope to place some of these pictures on our
website in the near future. 

Not all are able to participate in such a mission trip.  But others can pray.  Others can donate funds.  Others can help
plan and support such a trip.  Let's go!  Give me call if you'd like to participate and we'll get things started.

Pastor Carnahan
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���� Paint Crew.....back row left to right, Jim Cunningham, Larry Smith, Bruce and Dot Neunaber, 
          front row, Martin Hernandez, Shirley Smith and Mary Cunningham in front of San Mateo.     
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        San Mateo before dropdown ceiling                   Sunday morning inside San Mateo with           
                                                                                             dropdown ceiling

Remodeled kitchen



           Outside San Mateo on Sunday                        New home Faith members built after the fire.    
                                   
                                                                                                   

  Santo Tomas Lutheran Church at Mesa Rico.               Lutheran Church at Independencia
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